Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
Tulsa Chapter-0212

Jul-Aug 2020

OKWVO-TC-0212 is a 501 (c) (19) non profit War Veterans service organization composed of women
who have served or are currently serving in the United States Armed Forces.
The mission of OKWVO-TC-0212 is to provide an opportunity for communication and association
with women who have served, retired, and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.
Ann Schermer, Editor

2020 Dates

8 Aug 2020


Meeting starts at 10:00



We WILL social distance and wear masks



Officer reports


Fundraising



Treasury



Sickness & Distress



Other reports



Round Table discussion

8 August General Meeting - VFW Post 577
10 October General Meeting
10 November - NATIONAL ELECTION DAY

11 November - Veterans Day Parade
14 November - Eagle Ops Welcome Home 5K
12 December - Christmas Party

Mayor Bynum signed a mask ordinance, approved on July 15 by the
Tulsa City Council, immediately mandating the use of masks in Tulsa.
The ordinance to Title 27 of the Tulsa Revised Ordinances comes at
the recommendation of Dr. Bruce Dart of the Tulsa Health Department. For more information and exceptions: https://www.cityoftulsa.org/

In This Issue
• President’s Message
• Birthdays
• Dates of Interest

residents/coronavirus-covid-19/mask-ordinance/

• This & That
• WRVD History
• Women Veteran History
Books

• WIMSA

1

President’s Message
“Modify and Adapt”
As NCO’s and Officers, how many times has one
heard the expression “Modify and Adapt?” Or your
commanding officer says “take charge Sergeant!”
You have orders, but the situation has changed!
What’s next? As the squad leader, you and your
team leaders reassess the situation, come up with a
new plan of action, and modify and adapt.
Good leaders consult with their team leaders to
develop a strong plan of action. We have a similar
situation going on with the COVID-19 scenario in the
state of Oklahoma and in Tulsa. OKWVO-TC had
their first meeting of 2020 in February and then the
COVID-19 struck hard shutting the city down in
March. The Board met via ZOOM meeting. We had
to reassess and had to have our April General meeting via ZOOM with sixteen members attending. The
Board met twice via ZOOM.
For the first time since January, the Board finally
met as a group at the president’s home. Due to extenuating circumstances, some were not able to attend. But we felt it was most important to be with
one another. One member called in and was able
meet via speaker phone. Indeed, we “modified and
adapted” to the situation at hand of the COVID-19
virus.
During our board meeting, we approved several
events that will be implemented prior to our August
General meeting. I most excited to share with you
about the new OKWVO-TC Women Veterans
Assistance Grant. Board members of OKWVO-TC
on this grant committee were Chriss Chavez, Vice
President, Janice E. Ruge, Treasurer, and Debbie
Wipf, Secretary. This grant will be discussed by the
committee chair at the August meeting. The Board
expressed great enthusiasm toward the purpose of
the grant and work of this committee. This grant will
serve a purpose to a veteran(s) in need in our
community. Thanks to this trio for their time, energy
and research with this project.
WHO ARE WE? WHAT ARE WE? WHAT CAN
WE BECOME? These are three questions that
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came up among our Board members at our Thursday evening meeting. We asked ourselves these
questions on how to re-attract members who did
not renew and to attract new members.
In the very near future, we will be sending out
an email survey to ask you all for your sincere input with some questions regarding the mission of
OKWVO-TC. We are one of three statewide chapters. (Be sure to read the mission statement at
the header of the newsletter). What can we do to
strengthen the mission of “communicating” with
our veteran sisters in NE Oklahoma? We do
thank you so much for helping us with your feedback. The Board is here to serve you!
See you August 8th at the VFW 10:00 - 12:15.
Social Distancing will be in place and please bring
a mask and a Veteran friend! TLS

Etched into one of the glass tablets that
form the Memorial’s trademark skylight are
these words by Defense Secretary Bill
Perry, “The ground they broke was hard
soil indeed. But with great heart and true
grit, they plowed right through the prejudice and presumption, cutting a path for
their daughters and granddaughters to rve
their country in uniform.”

Groundbreaking, June 22, 1995

From A Luncheon to An Organization
The Recognition of Women Veterans in Oklahoma
WVRD - Women Veterans Recognition Day “In the Beginning”
Lynda Waldrop, US Navy, RN
Our Oklahoma women warriors are descendants of women who have walked The Trail of Tears, pioneers who
have come by wagon, schooner, boat, and rail and now by plane. They have safeguarded our heritage through generations of courage, selflessness and dedication to duty. These women were as familiar with weapons as they were
with their pots and pans. These brave women used hatchets, brooms, knives, pitchforks and any means they could to
protect their homes and loved ones.
Their stores and legends are long and hallowed. We hear about the war stories of our family men who have
served, but who remembers grandma’s contributions? I am extremely proud to be the 7th great-granddaughter of
Septha Hammett, who fought in the Revolutionary War for the founding of our country. Grandpa got the awards, but
she is my hero.
Our women who serve have rocked the cradle of democracy in the military lives. Many now rock the cradle of
future generations of children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, forever keeping the torch of democracy shining in
everyday lives. I have never met a military woman whose children and grandchildren did not know how to salute the
flag and say the Pledge of Allegiance. WE TEACH PATRIOTISM!!!
In 1984, President Ronald Reagan issued a National Women Veteran Recognition Proclamation. At that time, I
was the only Woman Veteran Service Officer with the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs. I was very active
in the state American Legion and the youngest woman veteran involved along with three WWII and one Korean
(Lois Hunnsaker). Don Davis, Director of the Oklahoma Department of labor, was involved in Public Relations with
most of the Oklahoma Veterans organizations. I asked him if we could organize some kind of Recognition Programs
for our Oklahoma women veterans. He told me the women veterans already had too much recognition and nobody
would be interested. Now, Don was a good friend of mine, and he had recommended me highly for my state employment. I was surprised at his comment, but due to high respect for him, decided to let the matter drop. At this time, I
was very heavily involved with raising funds for the Vietnam Women’s Memorial and we were facing many obstacles. I was interested in the idea that we needed a National State Woman Veterans Coordinator in each state. I was
also searching the state for a location for Women Veterans’ Museum. We seriously looked at both Guthrie and Glenpool, Oklahoma. Thank God for Women in Military Service for America Memorial (WIMSA). I used to wake up in
nightmares thinking about this undertaking. All this time, I was collecting military memorabilia, knowing we needed
to preserve our heritage.
One morning, Mona Phillips, a nurse from Muskogee VAMC said she heard I was involved with military women and would I be interested in helping her set up a women’s medic program due to the President’s Proclamation.
We started planning immediately. Mona made all of the arrangements for the place and time and set up the medical
booths of the program. I planned the program and speakers. It was held in the waiting room near the WWI
Doughboy entrance to the hospital. The VFW Auxiliary from Eufaula was our Color Guard. Bill Pearson, Director of
the VA Regional Office was our main speaker. Without much publicity and no mailing list outside the VA local
contacts, we had more non-Veteran women dependents attending, along with VA female staff than women veterans.
It was a beginning.
My most exciting memory was sitting down in a booth next to Jayne Oertle, a Vietnam nurse who worked in
sexual trauma. We met as I was giving out information on claims and benefits. Jayne and I enjoyed sharing a bond
that only women in the military can understand. We decided that day we were going to continue working on a state
Women Veterans Recognition Day program. The Eastern Oklahoma VA Women Veterans Advisory board was
established from Muskogee and we set out to work on establishing an outreach program through the state. This later
evolved into a committee consisting of coordinators from the VA Regional Office, State, VAH, Oklahoma City
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VAMC, Muskogee and VA Out-patient of Lawton. Many times, our board also consisted of VA women doctors
and other staff and state and federal women Veteran advocates.

At this first program, Jayne and I discussed recognizing a Woman Veteran of the Year based on civic volunteer work and not military career and status.
By this time, I had collected a large array of military uniforms and was doing military history programs around
the state. I have been most proud of the military women’s collections. One of the most fun times was at the KTUL
TV morning show hosted by Jilda Unruh. We had Henryetta HS cheerleaders and students model our uniforms
and we were able to tell our stories and give out information regarding the upcoming Women Veterans Recognition Day Program. The most exciting moment was the attendance of several WASPs at the show. Irene Ward
modeled her WWII Army uniform. She still could wear her uniform.
The military maternity uniform was new to us old women vets and we loved it. It sure was hard to find one of
the high school girls to wear the maternity uniform because the school had set up TV screens to watch the program. My sweet little 13-year-old daughter, Julia Ann was eventually volunteered by her mother. We strapped a
small round pillow under her “blue bonnet” maternity Air Force blouse and although embarrassed, she strutted
down the runway. “We’ve come a long way Baby!”
Then, there was the Muskogee Nov 13, 1985 a.m. program. The audience was too big for the hospital lobby,
so Bill Pearson, the VA Regional Office Director, had us move it outside in front of the hospital. All of the veterans on the 2nd and 3rd floors were gathered by the front windows to watch. We had the State First Place High
School Band Catoosa performing in all their glory with re-enactment of the North and South Civil War.
Olen Harris was our emcee at Muskogee and Tulsa. He was a VA Patient Representative at Muskogee.
AMVETS had made a clock plaque in the shape of Oklahoma to present to our first Oklahoma Women Veteran of
the year. During rehearsal of our program, I was told to accept the plaque on behalf of all Oklahoma women veterans. The Veterans Organizations Service Offices were to select the Women Veteran of the Year. I was honored
when I was presented with the award.
Jayne Oertle was selected as the 1986 Women Veteran of the Year at the Tulsa Program. The Mayor of Tulsa
proclaimed the day as Jayne Oertle Day in Tulsa. The first five Women Veterans of the Year were selected by
male veteran service organizations. The last twenty-five were voted on by past Women Veterans of the Year.
Veteran sisters have united once again. With WIMSA, we now celebrate our heritage and are recognized
throughout the world. Lynda L. Waldroop, USN, 1984-2009
After outgrowing Muskogee, the luncheon became known as WVRD-Women Veterans Recognition Day. In
2020 women veterans will again celebrate 36th Annual Reunion of renewing of friendships and meeting new sisters from all 5 Branches! This will be the 36th year of WVRD reunions. We thank you Lynda Waldroop and
Pam Bloustine and the Fabulous HQ support team for the continued annual WVRD!
Oklahoma Women Veterans Recognition Day 2020
On what would have been our 36th year, it is with heavy
hearts and our duty to you to cancel this year's Program! It
was a tough command decision but a wise one due to COVID19. We cannot take the risk of possibly exposing anyone to
this virus. Our Risk Assessment is that we shall protect YOU
and US! Please join us again next year for another wonderful
Program! Take care, stay well and safe. Till we meet again...
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THIS & THAT
With COVID-19 having us still sheltering-inplace, wearing face masks, taking care of ourselves
or a loved ones that for sure can’t be out in the community because of health reasons that make them
vulnerable, we are trying to “hang in” and not go crazy. The VA Caregiver Support team has some great
Tips & Tools on their website to aid in caregiver support and suicide prevention. https://
www.caregiver.va.gov/Tips_Tools.asp

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Kathy Thomas—1 July
Becky Alexander—5 July
Winifred Dudley—11 July
Beverly Chinnery —12 July
Leah Thompson—14 July
Joyce Van Nostrand—18 July

OKWVO-TC NEEDS, WANTS, DESIRES

Laryssa Thorton—28 July

1. Are you ready for a new chapter t-shirt? Do
you have ideas for the style of shirt and what the
shirt should look like? If you have any thoughts or
want to be involved with the new shirt design, give
VP Chriss Chavez (gichic7@gmail.com) a shout.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Elyce Holloway —4 Aug
Tracy Lewis—28 Aug
Alma Moss—17 Aug

2. Scholarship Program revamping. The scholarship program has been revamped to a OKWVOTC Women Veterans Assistance Grant. Since the
school scholarship fund is not being utilized, the revamp team thought an assistance grant would be
better at this time. More to follow...

Patsy Nash—4 Aug
Lisa Northey-Mapes—22 Aug
Deborah Wipf—20 Aug

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

3. Eagle Ops Welcome Home 5K - Our chapter
is getting a team together to walk or run the Eagle
Ops Welcome Home 5K on Nov 14th. If you are interested in joining us, the team name is TULSA
WOMEN VETS. https://runsignup.com/Race/OK/
Tulsa/WelcomeHome5k

Chriss Chavez—3 Sep
Deb Mitchell—9 Sep
Jerica Scullawl-Gates—11 Sep
Joyce Hanewinkel—24 Sep
Phil Schermer—26 Sep

4. OKWVO-TC Vendor Table @ the Welcome
Home 5K - We will be needing volunteers to woman
our vendor table on Nov 14th during the 5K race. If
you aren’t into running and want to help, please let
Ann Schermer (918-740-1150) that you want to
help.

Beth Meyers—27 Sep

5. Membership Roster - If you receive the renewal card from our secretary, please respond and
let us know you are still with us. If our group no longer fits your needs or desires, please let us know
what we can do better or different.
6. Off-month Gatherings - Would you like to
meet on the off-months when we don’t hold our regular general meetings? If you are interested in get5

ting together for an informal gathering during the
odd months, Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov, drop a
line to our email address, womenvetstulsa@gmail.com or on our Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/552827741452932 .
7. DAR, Daughters of the American Revolution - The Tulsa Chapter DAR is wanting to partner
with our chapter. When DAR events are received,
we will be posting for your preview.
8. Sisters in Service Salute - Have you submitted your military story with Lisa Mussett of ODVA?
These mini-biographies, 4-5 sentences are being
put on the ODVA-Women Veterans Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/264030721515139/?ref=pages_group_cta
You must go to the ODVA Facebook page and then

Little Green Army Women may not be missing
in action much longer.

Toymaker Jeff Imel, president of VictoryBuy Inc.
is committed to production of the plastic figures
"in time for Christmas 2020."
BMC PLASTIC ARMY WOMEN 36pc Female
Soldier Figures Pre-Order - $13.80
Bucket of Plastic Army Women 86pc Set PreOrder - $40.00
Bucket of Plastic Army People 86pc Set PreOrder - $40.00

https://bmctoys.backerkit.com/hosted_preorders
Plastic Army Women scheduled to arrive
this October.
Shipping within US will be $5 or Free for orders
over $50. Your payment will not be charged until
your order is ready to ship.

select “VISIT GROUP” button. Join this group to see
all of our OK sisters. Lisa has done a wonderful job
of this FB page. Please visit and join. SEND TO:
okwomenvets@odva.ok.gov OR Lisa Mussett at Lisa.Mussett@odva.ok.gov
9. Tamera Tumleson, USAF (Ret)), Veteran Program Assistance with the Tulsa Volunteers of America OK. VOAOK offers services to the most vulnerable of populations and this includes that of the
American Veteran. lf you should know of any Veterans that are in need of assistance with employment
and having someone assist in getting their benefits
from.other organizations please let them know that
we are here to help. We are located at 9605 E. 61st
Street in Tulsa OK 74133. Tamera can be reached
at 918-307-3038 or TTumleson@voaok.org
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Women Veteran Books

DATES OF INTEREST

• July 1: Women's Army Corps Established (1943)
• July 1: Cadet Nurse Corps Established (1943)
• July 1: Air Force Nurse Corps Established (1949)
• July 4: Independence Day
• July 26: Americans with Disabilities Act was
signed (1990)
• July 27: Korean War Armistice Signed (1953)
• July 30: Naval Reserve (WAVES) Est (1942)
• August 4: United States Coast Guard Est
(1790)
• August 5: Women Air Force Service Pilots
(WASP) program established (1943)
• August 7: Purple Heart Day
• August 8: VJ (Victory of Japan) Day (1945)
• August 14: Spirit of 45 Day – President Truman
announced the end of the most destructive war in
human history – the war with Japan was over.
(1946)
• August 26: Women’s Equality Day – women were
finally given the right to vote. (1920) In 1971 U.S.
Representative Bella Abzug convinced the Congress
to set aside this day to honor our women.
• August 29: Marine Forces Reserve Birthday
• August 31: Iraq Freedom Ends – President
Obama announced the end of the combat mission in
Iraq. (2010)
• September 7: Labor Day
• September 11: Patriot Day - Patriot Day is an annual observance on September 11 to remember
those who were injured or died during the terrorist
attacks in the United States on September 11, 2001.
• September 18: Air Force Birthday
• September 18: POW/MIA Recognition Day

Bachle, Rosemary Eckroat (1999). Women’s
War Memoirs.
Helm, Sarah (2005). A Life in Secrets: Vera
Atkins and the Missing Agents of WWII.
Kramer, Ann (2011). Women Wartime Spies
Lineberry, Cate (2013). The Secret Rescue:
An untold story of American nurses and
medics behind Nazi lines.
Mundy, Liza (2017). Code Girls: The untold
story of the American women code breakers
of WWII
Norman, Elizabeth M. (1999). We Band of Angels: The untold story of the American women trapped on Bataan.
Purnell, Sonia (2019). A Woman of No Importance: The untold story of the American
Spy who helped win WWII.
Rose, Sarah (2019). D-Day Girls

Lemmon, Gayle Tzemach (2015) Ashley's
War: The untold story of a team of Women
Soldiers on the Special Ops Battlefield
If you have any book recommendations,
let us know.

Contact Us:
http://okwvo.org/Tulsa_Chapter.htm
Email: womenvetstulsa@gmail.com
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In Memoriam to our fallen Sisters of

OKWVO-TC 0212
Syble Lockhart
WWII, Navy
12 Apr 1919 - 1 Nov 2012
Maxine Toliver
WWII, Army 1944-?
19 Feb 1924 - 16 Sep 2013
Pietje Gertruda Smits Wall
WWII USMCR
13 Sep 1924 - 23 Jul 2016
Tina Pendola
USA 1973-1976
22 Apr 1949 - 4 Aug 2016
Virginia Lee Kruizinga
USMC, 1953-1957
2 Dec 1933 - 16 Nov 2016
From HQ Chapter

Christy Peterson
USN Jan 1967-Nov 1980
26 Jun 1949 -13 Jul 2018

Anna “Jake” Jacobs King
USA Nurse Corps, Korea
2 Apr 1925 - 25 Aug 2014

Irene Cannon
USN, 1945—?
26 Feb 1919 - 2 Dec 2018

Julie Traynor Schuman
USAF, Chapel Mgmt 1952-1991
29 Oct 1931 – 30 Aug 2018

Edna Gibbs
HM3 US Navy
26 Feb 1930 - 15 Mar 2020

Rosemary “Skip” McDonald
USAF
3 Mar 1932 - 11 Sep 2018
Loretta Rethard
USAF Nurses Corps 1955-1964
8 Dec 1932 - 19 May 2020
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OKLAHOMA
Sisters in Service Salute
Women Veterans in OK: 30,374
Please share your military story and photo and send
to: okwomenvets@odva.ok.gov or 405-523-4020.
ONLY need a short paragraph! Please state your
position (occupation/MOS) while on active or reserve
duty, people want to know!
Example:
Sisters in Service Salute to SMSGT (Retired) Lorraine
Caddy! Lorraine enlisted in the USAF in Feb 1957 and
retired March 1977. When she was selected for CMSgt
in 1972, she was one of the first TEN women obtaining
that rank in the entire USAF. Lorraine continues to
serve her veteran community in various capacities and
has been honored as the Tinker Military retiree of the
Year for 1994 and 2009, Tinker AFB Angel Award in
the 80’s and Oklahoma Woman Veteran of the Year in
2012! Go get ‘em Lorraine!

Women In Military Service For America Memorial Foundation, Inc.

PO Box 420560 • Washington, DC 20042-0560 • 703-533-1155 • 800-222-2294 • hq@womensmemorial.org • www.womensmemorial.org

This form can be used to REGISTER eligible women, UPDATE or CORRECT existing records, or DONATE to the
Women’s Memorial Foundation. Please complete all applicable fields. Donations, while always appreciated, are not required.

Submitter Information

Method of Payment

Name:

Check enclosed (Payable to Women’s Memorial Foundation)

Address:
City:

Charge my:

State:

Zip:
-

-

Work Phone:

-

-

Cell Phone:

-

-

MC

DISCOVER

AMEX

Card #: 					

Country:

Home Phone:

VISA

Expiration Date:

					

Name: 		 						
As it appears on the card

Your contribution is tax deductible to the full extent the law allows.

E-mail: 		

I would like to designate my contribution in
honor/
memory
of the following individual or organization: 				

Donations

I am contributing to the Memorial Foundation:

$

								

I am sponsoring a name for registration:

$

							

I am registering myself:

$

Suggested donation $5, $10, $25, $100 or Other:
Suggested $25 minimum donation
Suggested $25 minimum donation

Registration Data

New

								
Address if known

The woman being registered is: (Indicate relationship)

Total Enclosed: $

							

Update

For women veterans, Active Duty, Reserve, Guard, USPHS, NOAA, and “We Also Served” (e.g. USO and Red Cross, etc.), living or deceased.

Memorial Register#:

Highest Rank:

Name:

Service Dates: Multiple entries for Active, Guard or Reserve Duty

First / Middle / Last

Maiden Name:

or breaks in service. Format dates as shown and use same service
abbreviations shown on lower left of this form.

Previous Name:

From:

Address:

If deceased, last known address

City:
Zip:

From:

State:

-

-

Work Phone:

-

-

Cell Phone:

-

-

Service: 		

To:

Service:

				

Memorable Military Experience: (Use additional paper if needed.)

								

MM / DD / YYYY

								

MM / DD / YYYY

								

City / State / Country

								

City / State / Country

								

Hometown: 		
USA

USMC

USN

Guard

Nurse Corps

Other:

USPHS

To:

		

Place of Birth: 		

USCG

Service: 		

							

Date of Death: 		

Service:

To:

Military Decorations: 						

E-mail: 		
Date of Birth: 		

MM / DD / YYYY

From:

Country:

Home Phone:

Retired from military service

NOAA

USAF

Reserve

Photo taken in uniform is:

Please Return ENTIRE form

enclosed

e-mailed

unavailable
Rev. 10/4/18

WOMEN VETERANS ORGANIZATION
Tulsa Chapter-0212
New Membership / Renewal Application
(Proof of Military Service Required for NEW Memberships only)

Name: ______________________________________________
DOB (M/D/Y): _____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________
State: ______________________ Zip: __________________
Home Phone: _______________________________________
Cell Phone: ________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________
Alt Email: _________________________________________
Emergency Contact, Name/Phone: ______________________
____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Branch of Service (all that apply):_______________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Dates of Service: ____________________________________
__________________________________________________
Signature/date _____________________________________
__________________________________________________

Active Duty
E-4 and Below = Free
E-5 and Above = $5.00 Annual membership
I am a college Senior in an OK ROTC Program
(Proof of enrollment required)

Payment Method: Cash, Check or MO
Return application with Proof of Service and Payment to:
Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization-Tulsa Chapter-0212
P.O. Box 33084
Tulsa, OK 74153
Email: womenvetstulsa@gmail.com

Member of WIMSA: (Please Circle) Yes / No
If you are not registered with WIMSA, please do so and add
your history to our nations Women’s Memorial.
Veteran/Guard/Reserve
1 Year = $10

Tulsa Veterans Day Parade, Nov 11, 2017

2 Years = $18

For additional information regarding OKWVO-TC events or
information, Contact womenvetstulsa@gmail.com

3 Years = $28
80 years of age or older = Free
Facebook: OK Women Veterans Organization (OKWVO)-Tulsa Chapter

www.okwvo.org

