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OKWVO-TC-0212 is a 501 (c) (19) non profit War Veterans service organization composed of women who have served or are currently
serving in the United States Armed Forces. The mission of OKWVO-TC-0212 is to provide an opportunity for communication and
association with women who have served, retired, and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.

U PCOMING MEETINGS & E VENTS
June, July, Aug —Dinner and a movie at
Admiral Drive In (details forthcoming)
May 20—SB 1496 Signed by the Governor
Stitt, which makes the Oklahoma Women
Veterans Organization tax exempt!
May 30 —The reopening of the Military Women's Memorial on May 30th, Memorial Day!
June 4 — General Meeting will be at our usual
time of 1000 at VFW post 577.
June 4 —THE GIRL SCOUTS will be our guests
at the General Meeting. They will lead the pledge
of allegiance, and afterward, they will have a gift
of cookies to pass out… enough cookies for 2
packages per person.
June 6 — Circle Cinema will present an award
winning D-Day documentary on Monday, June 6.
The FREE showings are scheduled at 2:00 pm
and 6:00 pm in remembrance of the historic DDay .

June 11 —The bench dedication will begin at
1000 in Broken Arrow. You will want to arrive
early in order to find parking (carpooling encouraged) and to allow yourself time to walk to the
museum. Check our Facebook page for more
info: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
okwvo.tulsa
June 16—The next TC Breakfast Club gathering
will be at the Crescent Cafe in Sand Springs at
1000 hours, hosted by our VP CJ Rikard.
July 23 — Garage Sale benefitting the chapter,
hosted by the Zubers in Sand Springs 8:30am3pm. Food will be provided for all volunteers. Drop off donations for garage sale at the
general meeting on June 4th. Please no clothing,
broken items, or large items. Rain date is July
30th. Please RSVP if you will be volunteering
zuber1008@gmail.com.
August—Breakfast Club, Muskogee area
November 11—Veterans Day Parade Tulsa
December—Holiday Potluck Party and Gift Exchange

Founded: 12 February 2012

Is Celebrating its 10th Anniversary
“ WOMEN
MEETING.

WILL BE HONORING OUR
AT THE

JUNE

Be sure to wish “Happy
Birthday” to our sisters who
have birthdays in May, June,
and July.
May - Debbie Fisher,
Shawna Lacey, Carmen Hill,
Mary Lou Krolow, Dolly Kirk
June - Denise Mason, Bernice Trotter, Terry
Fenner, CJ Rikard, Kelli
Ingraham, Marjorie Lasky,
Jennifer Shala
July - Kathy Thomas,
Beverly Chinnery, Joyce Van
Nostrand, Shay
Brinton, Melissa
McAllister, Becky
Alexander, Melissa Smith

MEMBERSHIP

OKWVO-TC

G IRL SCOUTS

Birthdays:

VETERANS"

New Member:
Shay Jacobs - Navy
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President’s Message By Chriss Chavez, President, OKWVO-Tulsa
Dear OKWVO-Tulsa Chapter
members... I’m excited to serve
you as the 2022-2023 OKWVOTulsa Chapter President. During
this term, we plan to work on the
following three chapter SMART
Goals:
 Increase chapter membership
by at least 10% each year.
 Diversify our chapter membership by adding more members from other services,
branches, backgrounds, and
generations.
 Increase chapter social
events by 100%.
As we continue to celebrate our
10th anniversary year in 2022, I’m
happy to announce some new
social events and committee
events coming your way! We also
created a brand-new banner with
all your input, which we will be
displaying at all our meetings and
chapter functions.
On April 9th, we had our first fun
social event, by hosting chapter
group photos at the Blue Whale in
Catoosa, followed by a Will Rogers
Museum Tour, and then had lunch
at two nearby restaurants, the
Hammett House and the Belvedere
Mansion. We discussed our fundraising ideas and other ways to
celebrate our chapter’s 10th Anniversary and recognize our Founding Members.
In May, we had a very busy month
with several opportunities that
were presented to us. We honored
1LT Millie Bailey, at her final resting place on May 11 at Calvary
Cemetery (photos in the newsletter). Thank you to all the women
veterans who attended on short
notice, and especially to the women in uniform.

Then on May 12, we held our first
Breakfast Club at the Apple Barrel
Café in Owasso, hosted by our
past secretary, Mrs. Debbie Wipf.
Our next Breakfast Club social will
be in Sand Springs in June at the
Crescent Cafe, so mark your calendars! Come out and have a cup
of coffee or some breakfast and
some laughs with your fellow chapter women veterans. We will have
new member applications available
if you wish to join or renew your
membership. We will be hosting
breakfast club events throughout
the metro area and in communities
where we have women veterans in
our chapter. So if we don’t hit your
community, please let us know,
and we will do our best to schedule
one in your area. And if you are
willing to host, please let us know!
Then on May 18th, the Professional
Women in Building and the Home
Builders Association of Tulsa hosted a Veteran Appreciation Dinner
for all area veterans. We had a
nice turnout of women warriors and
a few gentlemen warriors. We
shared information about our chapter and provided some statistics for
women veterans and women warriors in uniform currently serving in
Oklahoma. They provided us with
a fabulous meal. Sandy Oxford
was presently surprised by one of
her Navy recruits from her time in
service, which was truly the highlight of the evening.
Finally, on May 26th, Homes for
Heroes provided a pass for all first
responders and military to attend
the Drillers baseball game. There
were a few of us women veterans
in attendance. We hope to host
another Drillers game event over
the summer/fall.

On June 4th, as we continue to
celebrate our 10th Anniversary, we
will be honored by a local girl scout
troop, who will be leading our
Pledge of Allegiance and presenting all the members in attendance
with a box of cookies. We will be
reviewing our budget for the twoyear timeframe and presenting a
calendar of events for what’s being
provided for the coming year. We
will also have a guest speaker from
the Million Veteran Research Program. Then on June 11, we will
attend the Mission 22 Memorial
and bench dedication in Broken
Arrow. The event starts at 10am
and will last throughout the day.
You do not want to miss this event!
We moved our June general meeting so we could all attend. Plan to
bring your own chair and bottled
water, as this time of year tends to
be very hot and humid.
We are adding more social events
as they are finalized, so do be
watching your inbox and Facebook
page for all the details. We hope to
add more Breakfast Club dates
and maybe a dinner and a movie,
plus Drillers baseball games and
picnics. We hope you will find time
to come out and enjoy our chapter
activities and celebrate your military service with other Oklahoma
women veterans.
We are actively fundraising for the
chapter, and CJ Rikard, chapter
VP, is currently leading the efforts.
She has secured some new v-neck
colors that will be for sale at the
June meeting. They are turquoise,
royal, charcoal, and white. We still
have a few of the navy, black, and
violet. However, we were unable
to get anymore red or navy in any
other sizes. CJ is working on a
new t-shirt design, and looking at
local vendors for both a sweatshirt

Update:

and t-shirt. Logistics challenges
have made things difficult to locate
products, but she will have some
samples for you to see at the June
meeting. She has also coordinated
a garage sale in July, which will be
hosted by the Zubers in Sand
Springs (thank you Zubers for volunteering to do this for the chapter!).
We are trying to add a few more
volunteer leaders to help us with all
the efforts needed to manage chapter functions. If we work together,
the business of managing the chapter is spread amongst more individuals and therefore not as cumbersome on a few. So we hope some
of you will join the leadership team
and volunteer for these positions.
We have a description of what each
position does, so if you need that
detail, please reach out to us via
the chapter email at womenvetstulsa@gmail.com We could use volunteers to fill the following roles:
Fundraising Chair, MWR Chair,
Social Chair, Parliamentarian, ByLaws Chair, and Nominating Chair.
Thank you to Sandy Oxford who
has volunteered to continue as MW
Coordinator for another term
(Sunshine Lady), Debbie Fisher
who has volunteered to be our
Historian, and Tracy Lewis who has
volunteered to keep up with our
fabulous newsletter. Please thank
them for volunteering!
With honor, I remain in your service!

We are working on getting the Secretary a Dropbox (cloud-based filing) where we can keep all documents, Agenda/
Minutes and information in one location. When that has been done, you will be receiving Meeting Agendas and
Minutes with a link to the appropriate information in an email starting with the Minutes from our February meeting.
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OKVA Registry
The Oklahoma Department
of Veterans Affairs now
has an online registry that
is designed to help prevent
fraud and ensure access to
all your benefits as a Veteran in Oklahoma. You
can also receive updates
through this service.
OKVA is asking all Veterans to register but it is voluntary unless you are
100% Disabled, then it is
required by law to be registered by 1 July 2023 so

Prevent Fraud Tips:

that there is no disruption in
your benefits. You can register at Oklahoma Veterans
Registry and then click on
the blue box in the right column that says Enroll.
It only takes a few minutes
and some information is
voluntary.

The VA has seen an increase of
fraudsters and non-accredited
representatives who are targeting
the pension benefits of elderly
Veterans and their dependents
and survivors. Some helpful tips
to remember when protecting
yourself from fraud:

https://www.va.gov/identitytheft/protect.
asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/
factsheets/limitedincome/pensionpoaching.pdf

V .A. M ILLION V ETERANS
Join the V.A.’s Million Veteran
Program and support the V.A. in
better understanding, preventing,
and treating diseases for all Veterans.

https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/

As a participant, you can 1) help
us better understand health conditions affecting women veterans,
such as breast cancer, heart disease, and depression, 2) help
ensure women veterans are considered in discoveries and break-

PROGRAM

throughs, and 3) help develop

preventions and treatments for
women Veterans based on their
genes, lifestyle, and military ex- 
periences. Become a part of helping researchers answer the question: Why does a treatment work
well for some but not others?
Contact: Shawna Lacey-Tucker
– MVP Research Coordinator for
Eastern Oklahoma VA Health
System.

MEMBERSHIP
For those members who
are overdue or will be due
to renew their membership
by the upcoming June
meeting, emails have been
sent. Please make sure to
check your Spam/Junk folder. Please add our organization email address to
your Contacts List so that

you won't miss any updates and
information from us. If
you're unsure how to do
that, ask a family member
or friend who is tech savvy
for assistance.
womenvetstulsa@gmail.com

If you have lost or need
an updated Membership
card, let me know by
email or at the next
meeting.
Lisa Northey-Mapes, Chapter Secretary and Membership Chair.

MVP Office hours /VAMC
Muskogee / Mon, Tues,
Friday , 9:00 am -2:30pm
Ernest Childers Tulsa VA
Outpatient Clinic Wed and
Thurs 9:00 am – 2:30 pm
If you would like to
schedule an appt.,
please call
866-441-6075.
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DAV Cornhole Tourney March 26th

OUR FIRST OUTREACH EVENT FOR THE YEAR

left to right -Janice Ruge, outgoing Treasurer, Ann
Schermer, past president, Debbie Fisher, incoming Historian CJ Rikard, incoming VP and Fundraising Chair, and Stacey
Kitsmiller, incoming
Incoming board (left to right) CJ Rikard, VP, Lisa Northey-Mapes,
Sec., Stacey Kitsmiller, Treas., Chriss Chávez, Pres.

Blue Whale and Will Rogers Museum
April 9th Meet at Blue Whale in Catoosa for Chapter photo, then Will Rogers Museum at 10:00. Then lunch at the “Pink
House” in Claremore, OK
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After celebrating our 10th
Anniversary, it’s exciting to
pass the baton on to our president, Chriss Chavez and her
new Board. Chriss is already
putting her new ideas into
action. I’ve enjoyed my time
as President over the years.
Moreover, I appreciate the
support from everyone stepping up as I recovered from
my accident. I want to give a
special shout out to Debbie
Wipf, who was my go to person in OKWVO TC when it
came to the historical per-
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PAST
spective of events. She kept
thorough meeting minutes. I’m
ever grateful for the role Debbie served as Secretary. Our
years on the Board together
were the best. Ann Schermer
has also done much, filling
numerous roles: President,
Past President,
and Newsletter Editor. I am
most appreciative of her service. She
has greatly enhanced the visibility of this chapter.

PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE

Thanks to all of our Board
members who have served
and continue to serve...you
make this OKWVO-TC strong.
A special thank you to our

“Thank you all! I am
most appreciative of
your service.”
Tina Smith, USAR
Retired

Thank you and acknowledgment of outgoing president,
Tina Smith (right), by past president, Ann Schermer (left]

T ULSA POLO CLUB
D ERBY D AY!
Sunday, 24 April in Bixby, the Tulsa Polo Club
held a promotional event for the upcoming Derby
Day. They invited our Veterans to come out and
set up a table and to take pictures that will be
used in their promotional material.

Left: Deborah Drain
at the Polo Event

Right: Lisa Northey-Mapes
Self-Designed Hat . Lisa made
this incredible hat for the Tulsa
Polo fundraiser event.

APPLE BARREL CAFEÉ
1ST BREAKFAST CLUB
MEETING
May 12th—Breakfast Club, Apple Barrel Cafe,
Owasso—hosted by Debbie Wipf, past Chapter
Secretary. Our first OKWVO-TC Breakfast Club (L to
R: Tina S. Debbie W., Chriss C., Lisa N., Dolly B.)
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MAY 18TH— HOMES FOR HEROES

AND THE

PWB

A Veteran Appreciation Event sponsored by Homes for Heroes and the PWB took
place at the HBA (Home Builders Association of Tulsa). It was hosted by the Professional Women in Building (PWB). PWB, HBA Tulsa, and Homes for Heroes
hosted Veteran Appreciation Night. The venue was fabulous. We were honored
to share a little bit of OK women veteran statistics and learn about organizations
available to serve our community. We hope this event will become a tradition to
honor our military veterans. Special thanks to HBA Director, Blake Howard who
stated to our president, “I can’t thank you enough for coming through so big with
an excellent presentation…partnering with a great organization.

Above: Sandy Oxford and her
Navy recruit, Ed McIntire AW2 US

F UNERAL FOR L T. V IVIAN MILDRED C ORBETT B AILEY
Women Veteran members of OKWVO-Tulsa and ODVA
Women Veteran Coordinator, Lisa Mussett, honor 104 year-old
woman veteran laid to rest at Calvary Cemetery. Vivian C. “Millie” Bailey, a dedicated public servant and philanthropist,
died peacefully at her home on May 1, 2022. Born in Washington
D.C. on February 3, 1918 , Millie was
raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She graduated as the valedictorian of
Booker T. Washington High School and worked for eight years in
the Tulsa area. Millie entered the Women's Army Corps in December 1942 and served until January 1946. She was honorably discharged and earned the Women's Army Corps Service Medal,
the American Campaign Medal, the World War II Victory Medal,
and a Letter of Commendation.
https://www.harrywitzkefuneralhome.com/obituary/VivianCorbettMillie-Bailey

The Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
(OKWVO TC-0212) is a 501 (c) (19) nonprofit War
Veterans service organization composed of women
who have served or are currently serving in the United States Armed Forces.

OKWVO

Tulsa
Chapter
0212
P.O. Box
33084
Tulsa, OK
74153

The mission of OKWVO-TC is to provide an opportunity for communication and association with women
who have served, retired, and are serving in the U. S.
Armed Forces.
Meeting Place:
VFW Post 577, 1109 E 6th St, Tulsa, OK 74120

President: Chriss Chavez,
okwvo.pres@gmail.com

Dates and Times: 1000 - 1215 hours

Vice President: C.J. Rikard,
okwvo.vp@gmail.com

The Tulsa Chapter of the Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
meets on the second Saturday of February, April, June, August,
October, and December (dates and locations are subject to changecheck email for updates)

Secretary: Lisa Northey-Mapes
womenvetstulsa@gmail.com

2022 General Chapter Meetings:
June 4 , August 13, October 8., December 10

Treasurer: Stacey Kitsmiller
kits246@gmail.com

Membership Application:

Facebook:

https://www.okwvo.org/TulsaNewsletters/2018OKWVOTCBrochure.pdf

https://www.facebook.com/groups/okwvo.tulsa/

In Memoriam of Our Fallen Sisters of OKWVO-TC 0212
Syble Lockhart

Pietje Gertruda Smits Wall

Virginia Lee Kruizinga

Irene Cannon

WWII, Navy

WWII USMCR

USMC, 1953-1957

USN, 1945—?

12 Apr 1919 - 1 Nov 2012

13 Sep 1924 - 23 Jul 2016

2 Dec 1933 - 16 Nov 2016

26 Feb 1919 - 2 Dec 2018

Maxine Toliver

Tina Pendola

Christy Peterson

Edna Gibbs

WWII, Army 1944-?

USA 1973-1976

USN Jan 1967-Nov 1980

HM3 US Navy

19 Feb 1924 - 16 Sep 2013

22 Apr 1949 - 4 Aug 2016

26 Jun 1949 -13 Jul 2018

26 Feb 1930 - 15 Mar 2020

From HQ
Anna “Jake” Jacobs King
USA Nurse Corps, Korea
2 Apr 1925 - 25 Aug 2014

Rosemary “Skip” McDonald
USAF
3 Mar 1932 - 11 Sep 2018

Julie Traynor Schuman
USAF, Chapel Mgmt
1952-1991
29 Oct 1931 – 30 Aug 2018

Loretta Rethard
USAF Nurses Corps
1955-1964
8 Dec 1932 - 19 May 2020

Vivian C. Millie Bailey,
WACS
Dec 1942— Jan 1946

