Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
Tulsa Chapter-0212
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OKWVO-TC-0212 is a 501 (c) (19) non profit War Veterans service organization composed of women who have served or are currently serving in the United States Armed Forces. The mission of OKWVO-TC-0212 is to provide an opportunity for communication and association with
women who have served, retired, and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.
Ann Schermer, Editor

April 11th General eMeeting
•

April Meeting CANCELLED in leu of this newsletter

•

Secretary Debbie Wipf wants every member to
check their membership status and any renewals
can be sent to OKWVO-TC, PO Box 33084, Tulsa, OK 74153. If you are unsure of your membership renewal date, contact Debbie at
dawsafn98@gmail.com

•

Likewise, if you have a new address, phone number, or email, send to dawsafn98@gmail.com

2020 Dates
11 April General eMeeting
18 April-Benefit Yard Sale—CANCELLED
13 June General Meeting—PENDING
8 August General Meeting
10 October General Meeting
23-24 October - WVRD-Tulsa
10 November - NATIONAL ELECTION DAY
11 November - Veterans Day Parade
12 December - Christmas Party

COVID-19 causes flu and cold-like symptoms, including fever, cough,
and shortness of breath. The symptoms usually appear 2 to 14 days
after being exposed to the virus. ** The coronavirus spreads through
respiratory droplets from coughs or sneezes. These droplets fall to
surrounding surfaces, and when touched, end up on your hands. The
virus then enters the body when you touch your eyes, nose, or mouth.
** Take precautions against infection **
Keep your hands clean by washing with soap and water for at least 20
seconds or using a hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. Cover your coughs and
sneezes with tissues or your arm/sleeve and dispose of tissues in the
trash. Avoid people who are sick. Avoid sharing items like dishes
and bedding and keep surfaces clean with disinfecting wipes.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
“For the Times they are A-Changin”
The battle outside ragin’
Will soon shake your windows and rattle your walls
For the times they are a-changin’
Bob Dylan, 1964
Upon opening my Facebook page this Friday morning, March 20.
It read . . .“Christina, Together We Can Slow the Spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19).
It’s up to all of us to slow the speed of COVID-19. To do this, everyone must practice social distancing, and avoid social gathering. Stay up-to date with information about keeping yourself and people
around you safe.”

April 11th OKWVO-TC meeting is CANCELLED
For the safety of our OKWVO-TC members and their families and friends, I have cancelled the April
meeting. We will monitor this pandemic as to having the June meeting. Let us be optimistic for the
June meeting! In the meantime, an excellent resource to follow is the President’s CORONAVIRUS
GUIDELINES FOR AMERICA, “15 DAYS TO SLOW THE SPREAD” Go to cdc.gov. The President’s Paper appears at the top of the page and is highlighted as a yellow header and our local guidelines.
OKWVO-TC FOR THE GOOD NEWS! “Do you all remember the cards you filled out at the February
meeting?” Why Did I Serve? It was indeed an honor to read your comments. If you all recall, I
asked why did you enter the military? I will be sharing your comments throughout the year through
our newsletters.
Debbie Fisher - Fifth direct line generation of military family to serve; first woman to serve. First
woman to carry Field Radio in the Marines
Janice Ruge - Raised in the military and wanted to see the world. Patriotic, I went into the service
because I wanted to do something different.
Anonymous - Patriotic
Jacquie Robertson - I went in the service because I wanted to do something different.
Women’s health care at the 41st Street Clinic was a topic of discussion in the our small group discussions. Issues that were of concern to our women - WAIT TIME at the 41st Clinic, the consensus
expressed from you all was a need for a woman doctor and can we have a woman doctor from the
41st Clinic come speak to us. When at the February Mayor’s Veterans’ Council meeting while VA
administrators were present, Pam Umbenhower shared concerns of the turn-over of women doctors
and only having a Nurse Practitioner in the Women’s Team. After the meeting, each of them went to
talk with Pam to explain the situations. I am hopeful that Pam can share their responses at our next
meeting (June) Thank you all for expressing your concerns and speaking up about women’s health
care in Tulsa.
I want to give a shout out to Ann Schermer, Past President and Newsletter Editor and Chriss Chavez,
Vice President, Facebook administrator, and Graphic Designer. I think these are enough titles for the
present. Our Facebook page is quite active with veteran information. Between Ann and Chriss,
much is happening pertaining to women veteran affairs. It is a wonderful go-to reference site for us
who use Facebook. OKWVO-TC-0212 is getting much “www recognition!”
In early March, four of our Vietnam Veterans were honored by the Tulsa Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution. They were Joanne Alderman, Sandra Bingaman, Kathleen Stien and Melva
Thomas. Ann and I were asked to talk about homelessness and sexual assault of women veterans. I
gave a brief overview of homelessness in Tulsa. Ann presented an outstanding in-depth presentation
on sexual assault of women in the military. I do want to give a shout out to the Tulsa DAR chapter. If
any of you are interested in learning more about them, please talk with either Ann or me.
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In lieu of April Meeting

OKWVO LICENSE PLATE

Do send Ann some “Round Table” discussion points
or announcements you would like to see in the next
newsletter or on Facebook. We will make do the best
we can for our “April Meeting” via newsletter.
(Editor’s note: If you use Facebook, you can post directly on our page your Round Table items.)

The Oklahoma Tax Commission has a new specialty
license late for Women Veterans! It is the first and
ONLY Oklahoma license plate with a silhouette image
of a woman veteran.
To pre-purchase the Oklahoma Women Veterans
License Plate, the online OR attached application
must be completed, with the applicable fees submitted.

As we look to the future, mark your calendar for Friday June 12. That date has been designated as Oklahoma Military Women in History Day! A Salute to
Representative Kelly Albright, (D) of Midwest City
who wrote this bill. It passed the House 92-0! Our
meeting is on Saturday, June 13. I am hopeful that
we can have a picnic at the Broken Arrow Women’s
Veterans Memorial on that date. Details to follow as
we get closer to the date.

Online application: https://www.ok.gov/tax/Individuals/
Motor_Vehicle/Forms_&_Publications/
Specialy_Plate_Forms/2020_Special_License_Plates/
If you're unable to open and print the attached document, please download the application form
here: https://www.ok.gov/tax/documents/708-E.pdf.

As I close this message to you all,

The fee for the Oklahoma Women Veterans license
plate will be $35 per year for renewal, and will be in
addition to all other registration fees required to register your vehicle in Oklahoma.

“For the times they are a-changin. . .”
 Do your part to slow the spread
 Avoid social gatherings-in groups of 10 or more
 Avoid touching your face

$5 fee + $35 specialized tag = $40 total

 Sneeze or cough into tissue or into your elbow

Out of the $35 tag renewal fee, the state service organization-OK Women Veterans Organization, will
receive $20 from each renewal, yearly. The organization is nationally recognized as the oldest woman veteran service organization, they recently celebrated 35
years of activity in OK! The organization is open to all
women who have served, and is responsible for many
programs for women in the state, including a college
scholarship program and the selection process for the
OK Woman Veteran of the Year. They have a headquarters chapter in OKC, and chapters in Tulsa &
Lawton.

 Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as
much as possible!
 And WASH YOUR HANDS to the tune of - HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU !!!
 Visit CDC.GOV
See everyone in June! (and bring a friend) -Tina

100 license plates must be pre-purchased with the
Oklahoma Tax Commission by no later than April
30, 2020, for the license plate to become permanent. If 100 license plates are not pre-purchased by
April 30, 2020, the legislation will be null and void, and
money will be returned to those who pre-purchased.
Thank you for supporting and assisting the Women
Veterans of Oklahoma!
Lisa M. Mussett
Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs
Women Veterans Coordinator
Email: okwomenvets@odva.ok.gov

February 2020 Installation of officers
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• “The

Wellness of Women Veterans” Symposium
was held 7 March, at the Wes Watkins Center,
OSU Campus, Stillwater, OK. OKWVO-TC had 8
sisters in attendance.

• 1st

Annual Tahlequah Resource Fair has been
CANCELLED. Rescheduled date to be decided.

• Remember

to support WIMSA with your AmazonSmile purchases. To take advantage of the
program, sign on to AmazonSmile and select
“Women in Military Service for America Memorial
Foundation, Inc.” as the charity you want to support.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Sandy Oxford, 3 Mar
Teri Massey, 11 Mar
Camille Koster, 12 Mar

When you shop, you MUST log into AmazonSmile to receive the benefits of the program. If you logon and shop at regular Amazon,
no money will be paid to your charity.

Melissa Hurst, 15 Mar
Karen Flowers, 20 Mar
Karen Bissell, 24 Mar
Kathleen Stien, 27 Mar

•

Tulsa Stand Down 2020 held their first conference
call meeting and due to COVID-19, it may have to
be postponed to 2021, more info to follow.

•

President Tina Smith would like very much to
have our June 13th meeting to be a picnic style
meeting at the Broken Arrow Women’s Memorial
and celebrate the "Oklahoma Military Women in
History Day, June 12.”

•

If interested and you remain qualified to serve in
any of the following health care specialties: 60F:
Critical Care Officer; 60N: Anesthesiologist; 66F:
Nurse Anesthetist; 66S: Critical Care Nurse; 66P:
Nurse Practitioner; 66T: ER Nurse; 68V: Respiratory Specialist; 68W: Medic - The Army wants to
hear from you NOW! usarmy.knox.hrc.mbx.g3retiree-recall@mail.mil or call 502-613-4911

Carmen Hill, March
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Kate Kyle, 4 Apr
Moon Canon, 15 Apr
Melva Thomas, 21 Apr

Stacey Kitsmiller, 24 Apr
Cheryl “Sam” Blunt, 28 Apr
Harriet Frank, 29 Apr

TIDBITS AROUND THE STATE
• Suicide

Prevention Awareness Week is the 2nd
week in Oct. There will be a special day at the
Capitol on 14 Oct 2020.

• HB

2397 is in the works – it is intended to eliminate tax on retiree pay. Contact your OK legislative representative and get them on board. To
find your rep: http://www.oklegislature.gov/
FindMyLegislature.aspx

• WOMEN

VETERANS RECOGNITION DAY
(WVRD) is scheduled for 23-24 Oct 2020. The
Tulsa Chapter & Pam Bloustine are still searching for a suitable location. They are currently
looking at the Southern Hills Marriot in Tulsa. As
soon as a location is confirmed information will
be distributed.

“The Wellness of Women Veterans” - OSU
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National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
Tulsa Chapter

Joanne Alderman & Regent Janice McGhee

Sandy Bingaman & Regent Janice McGhee

Kathy Stien & Regent Janice McGhee

Melva Thomas & Regent Janice McGhee
Tina Smith, President, and Ann Schermer, Past President, of Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization provided an excellent and moving program on “Sexual
Abuse and Homelessness of Women Veterans.” We
also remembered the 250th Anniversary of the Boston
Massacre through story board .

Pictured left to right:
Tina Smith, WVO-TC President
Peggy Evans, Tulsa Chapter NSDAR, First Vice Regent
Ann Schermer, WVO-TC Past President

5

Bernice Trotter has kindly shared this laugh with us to help keep our
sanity in check. Thank you, Bernice

THE MIDDLE WIFE
by an Anonymous 2nd grade teacher
I've been teaching now for about fifteen years. I have two kids myself,
but the best birth story I know is the one I saw in my own second grade classroom a few years back.
When I was a kid, I loved Show-and-Tell. So I always have a few sessions with my students. It
helps them get over shyness and usually, Show-and-Tell is pretty tame. Kids bring in pet turtles, model airplanes, pictures of fish they catch, stuff like that. And I never, ever place any boundaries or limitations on them. If they want to lug it in to school and talk about it, they're welcome.
Well, one day this little girl, Erica, a very bright, very outgoing kid, takes her turn and waddles up to
the front of the class with a pillow stuffed under her sweater.
She holds up a snapshot of an infant. 'This is Luke, my baby brother, and I'm going to tell you
about his birthday.'
'First, Mom and Dad made him as a symbol of their love, and then Dad put a seed in my Mom's
stomach, and Luke grew in there. He ate for nine months through an umbrella cord.'
She's standing there with her hands on the pillow, and I'm trying not to laugh and wishing I had my
camcorder with me. The kids are watching her in amazement.
'Then, about two Saturdays ago, my Mom starts going, 'Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh!' Erica puts a hand behind
her back and groans. 'She walked around the house for, like an hour, 'Oh, oh, oh!' (Now this kid is doing a hysterical duck walk and groaning.)
'My Dad called the middle wife. She delivers babies, but she doesn't have a sign on the car like the
Domino's man. They got my Mom to lie down in bed like this.' (Then Erica lies down with her back
against the wall.)
'And then, pop! My Mom had this bag of water she kept in there in case he got thirsty, and it just
blew up and spilled all over the bed, like psshhheew!' (This kid has her legs spread with her little
hands miming water flowing away. It was too much!)' Then the middle wife starts saying 'push, push,'
and 'breathe, breathe.’
‘They started counting, but never even got past ten. Then, all of a sudden, out comes my brother.
He was covered in yucky stuff that they all said it was from Mom's play-center, so there must be a lot
of toys inside there. When he got out, the middle wife spanked him for crawling up in there in the first
place.'
Then Erica stood up, took a big theatrical bow and returned to her seat.
I'm sure I applauded the loudest. Ever since then, when it's Show-and-Tell day, I bring my camcorder, just in case another 'Middle Wife' comes along.
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Where’s all the toilet paper?
Written by Wanda Graham, USMC
When in boot camp in 1951 at Parris Island, SC, I was in Platoon 4A,
Co. A, during the Korean Conflict, Who would have thought there would
be a shortage of toilet paper?
The supply of paper was delivered regularly. What was happening to
the paper? Why would recruits “hoard” toilet paper? If they had a health
problem, there was the infirmary. If they were incompetent, a general discharge would be in order. Were they using it to write letters home? What
a dilemma for those who were innocent of this problem.
Well, you see, when we had our “big” inspections, every speck of dust had to be removed, every
inch of the barracks had to be wiped, swabbed, and cleaned to perfection. You know those officers
even wore “white” gloves to try an find anything!
The cleaning duties were assigned by category, no volunteering ;-) The “Head,” which is what we
call the bathroom or toilet in civilian life, was one of the assignments. You guessed it—that’s where
the toilet paper was. After all the swabbing, scrubbing, wiping down, and around was done, the faucets, shower heads and knobs needed shining. What better product to do the job with than “good ole
toilet paper.” These women found they had to get to the paper and hoard it as soon as possible after
it was put out.
Now do you suppose the people that are hoarding toilet paper today have a big “Spring Cleaning”
task (same as inspection) or need to take special precautions against this monstrous COVID-19 virus
using the paper to help do the job?
The wisdom I gained and common sense I learned while in the Marine Corps has been very helpful in guiding my life as a civilian.
By the way, I don’t hoard toilet paper (even if there was any available). Glad no one has ordered
an inspection—even gloves are in short supply.

God Bless America and all Veterans,
Wanda Graham

(Wanda, will either of these types of TP work
for inspections?)
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In Memoriam to our fallen Sisters of

OKWVO-TC 0212
Anna Jacobs King,
USA Nurse Corps,
Korea, 1925 - 2014
Virginia Lee Kruizinga,
USMC, 1933 - 2016
Tina Pendola,
USA, 1949 - 2016
Christy Peterson,
USN, 1949 - 2018
Julie Traynor Schuman,
USAF, 1931 - 2018
Pietje (Gertruda) Smits Wall,
WWII USMCR, 1924 - 2016
Irene Cannon
USN, 2018

Contact Us:
http://okwvo.org/Tulsa_Chapter.htm

Rosemary “Skip” McDonald
11 Sep 2018

Email: womenvetstulsa@gmail.com

"Duty, Honor, Country. Those three
hallowed words reverently dictate
what you ought to be, what you can
be, what you will be.”
-Douglas MacArthur
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