Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
Tulsa Chapter-0212

May-Jun 2021

OKWVO-TC-0212 is a 501 (c) (19) non profit War Veterans service organization composed of women who have served or are currently
serving in the United States Armed Forces. The mission of OKWVO-TC-0212 is to provide an opportunity for communication and association
with women who have served, retired, and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.
Ann Schermer, Editor

2021 Dates

10 April 2021


Meeting starts at 10:00


12 June - General Meeting, picnic in the park

IN-PERSON MEETING/PICNIC

22 June - Tribal Women Veteran Summit



History of the BA Women’s Memorial

14 August - General Meeting



Officer reports

09 October - General Meeting



Round Table discussion

11 November - Veterans Day Parade
11 December - Christmas Party

 Face masks still available

 CHAPLAIN VACANCY
**** Don’t forget your sack lunch and lawn chair(s) if
you have them.
**** Water will be provided

In This Issue
• President’s Message
• Birthdays
• Welcome New Members
• Women Veteran History
Books

• BA Women’s Memorial
• Expiration of Dues
• Officer Positions for Dec
2021 Elections

• Best of Tulsa award
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President’s Message

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATES

Happy June to TC sisters and a special welcome to
our new members. Our Board met this past week to
plan the June 12th meeting and brainstorm exciting
funding raising plans. I’m looking forward to Chriss’
unveiling of the shirts and the fundraising ideas.
Thanks, Chriss fortaking on this project.

Ladies, here are the memberships that have
either expired or are coming up. (Apologies for
posting your name if you have already paid.)
We can now renew our membership dues via
PayPal. You can search for the PayPal message on our Facebook page, OK Women Veterans Organization (OKWVO)-Tulsa Chapter
OR
Via PayPal.com to SEND MONEY to oklahomawomensvet212@gmail.com (RED is past
due)

We will be meeting at the Broken Arrow Women Veterans Memorial located at Veterans
Park, 1111 S Main St., Broken Arrow. As we
visit the Women’s Memorial, do reflect on
your time in service. Indeed, our experiences
were many. What memories stand out to you
from your time in service?
Following our opening ceremonies, a brief history of the
memorial will be presented. We willhave lunch, enjoy
round table discussion, and enjoy fun times with our
sisters and guests.

NAME

Members, be sure to bring a chair, sack lunch, drink,
& sunscreen.
Please refer to the Information Box for complete details. Time permitting, I hope some of you will “recall”
and share memories from your Basic Training and/or
Advanced Training.
In closing, I have the privilege in recognizing two
long serving members of our Chapter and Board. It
is with great honor to congratulate our Past President and Newsletter editor Ann Schermer, USAF,
and Secretary Debbie Wipf, USAF.
I extend to them standing ovations for their services to
OKWVO-TC over the years. The successes of our chapter are due in large part to the contributions of Ann and
Debbie and theirforward-thinking leadership roles and
communication skills.

EXPIRATION DATE

Jacobs, Erin

Dec-20

Krolow, Mary Lou

Feb-21

Thomas, Kathy D.

Feb-21

Clark, Debra

Mar-21

Cooper, Loreice

Apr-21

Eagleton, Alison P.

Apr-21

Fenner, Terry

Apr-21

Goodson, Gina

Apr-21

Hanewinkel, Joyce

Apr-21

Thank you, Ann, and Debbie for all you do in your
oﬃcer roles within OKWVO-TC aﬀairs.A Salute to
our Newsletter Editor and Past President, Ann
Schermer.

Hurst, Melissa

Apr-21

Massey, Teri

Apr-21

Kudos goes out to Secretary, Deborah Wipf. She is dedicated in disseminating Board minutes, correspondence,
and other pertinent information to keep the Board and
members informed.

Mauch, Angela

Apr-21

Myers, Beth J.

Apr-21

The oﬃcers and members are ever grateful for
the thorough work that Debbie performsfor
OKWVO-TC members. A Salute to our Secretary, Debbie Wipf.

Nash, Patsy Ruth

Apr-21

Ross, Cheryan Carol

Apr-21

I look forward to seeing you all at the Broken Arrow
Women’s Memorial on Saturday, June 12for our general meeting. Army Strong!

Smart, Yavonn (Dean)

Apr-21

Thompson, Leah

Apr-21

Dennison, Darlene

May-21

Respectfully Submitted by President Christina Smith,
USA, Retired
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New Members from April & May
Denise Mason, Navy

SIGNIFICANT DAYS & OBSERVANCES
FOR THE US ARMED FORCES
MAY BIRTHDAYS

1-31 May 2021 - National Military Appreciation Month
A month to recognize and show appreciation to the
Armed Forces of the United States of America.
May 1, 2021- Loyalty Day
A day set aside for American citizens to reaffirm their
loyalty to the United States and to recognize the heritage of American freedom.
May 1, 2021 - Silver Star Service Banner Day
A day set aside to honor our wounded, ill, and dying
military personnel by participating in flying a Silver Star
Banner.
May 6, 2021 - National Day of Prayer
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance
held on the first Thursday of May, inviting people of all
faiths to pray for the nation.
May 7, 2021 - Military Spouse Appreciation Day
A day set aside to acknowledge the contributions and
sacrifices of the spouses of the U.S. Armed Forces.
May 8, 2021 - VE (Victory in Europe) Day
(Celebrated May 7 in commonwealth countries)
A day which marks the anniversary of the Allies' victory
in Europe during World War II on May 8, 1945.
May 9, 2021 - Mother's Day
May 13, 2021 - Children of Fallen Patriots Day
A day to honor the families our Fallen Heroes have left
behind – especially their children. It is a reminder to
the community that we have an obligation to support
the families of our Fallen Patriots.
May 15, 2021 - Armed Forces Day
A day set aside to pay tribute to men and women who
serve in the United States’ Armed Forces.
May 31, 2021 - Memorial Day (Decoration Day)
A day set aside to commemorate all who have died in
military service for the United States. Typically recognized by parades, visiting memorials and cemeteries
June 6, 2021 - D-Day (1944) Anniversary of the World
War II Allied invasion in Normandy, France
June 14, 2021 - Flag Day On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress replaced the British symbols of the
Grand Union flag with a new design featuring 13 white
stars in a circle on a field of blue and 13 red and white
stripes – one for each state.
June 14, 2021 - Army Birthday

Debbie Fisher ---------------------------8-May
Carmen Hill ---------------------------- 15-May
Mary Lou Krolow---------------------- 17-May
Dolly Kirk ------------------------------- 30-May
JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Bernice Trotter -------------------------- 1-Jun
Terry Fenner----------------------------- 3-Jun
Carol Rikard ---------------------------- 10-Jun
Kelli Ingraham -------------------------- 11-Jun
Marjorie Lasky ------------------------- 24-Jun
Jennifer Shala -------------------------- 26-Jun
JULY BIRTHDAYS

Kathy Thomas --------------------------- 1-Jul
Melissa McAllister ---------------------- 2-Jul
Becky Alexander------------------------- 5-Jul
Beverly Chinnery ----------------------- 12-Jul
Leah Thompson ------------------------ 14-Jul
Joyce Van Nostrand ------------------ 18-Jul

June 20, 2021 - Father's Day The first known Father’s Day service occurred in Fairmont, West Virginia, on July 5, 1908, after hundreds of men died in the
worst mining accident in U.S. history.
June 23, 2021 - Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday 82nd An act of Congress on June 23, 1939, the
Coast Guard was given a legislative mandate to promote safety on our nations waterways.
June 25, 2021 - Anniversary of the start of the Korean War (1950)
June 27, 2021 - National PTSD Awareness Day
Although PTSD awareness is an everyday effort for
many individuals and organizations, every June
there are highlighted events and efforts to draw attention to what PTSD is and how it can be treated.
This includes MST, Military Sexual Trauma
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JUNE MEETING IN THE PARK
BROKEN ARROW VETERANS PARK
A WOMEN’S WAR MEMORIAL
1111 S Main St. Broken Arrow, OK
The 2 acres park is located on the east side of
Main Street between 81st (Houston Street) and
91st (Washington Street) across the street from
Central Park.
A Women’s War Memorial, with eleven polished
and etched black granite tablets with photographs
and descriptions honoring women who served
their country during the Revolutionary, Civil,
Spanish American Wars, WWI, WWII, Vietnam
War, Korean War, Desert Storm, and Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

(stock photo)

Across the street from Veteran’s Park, there is
Central park and Family Aquatic Center with a
large parking lot on the street side, if you are able
to walk long distances, please park across the
street and leave the few same side street parking
for those that struggle with walking.

(taken 4-3-2021)

IN CASE OF RAIN—WE WILL MEET AT
OUR REGULAR LOCATION, VFW 577,
6th & Peoria
https://virtual-tour.womensmemorial.org/

(taken 4-3-2021)

(Central Park and Family Aquatic Center)
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Women’s War Memorial in BA Veterans Park
On December 7, 2007 (Pearl Harbor Day), a monument was dedicated in the Broken Arrow (OK) Veteran’s Park, memorializing the women of the United States who have served their country. The memorial
began as the dream of Jene Pointer, who at the time was the President of the VFW Post 10887 Broken
Arrow Ladies Auxiliary, and eventually, her husband, Ralph Pointer, Commander, inspired by a documentary on Women Air Force Service Pilots (W.A.S.P.’s) during WWII.
That dream of a small monument in Veteran’s Park in Broken Arrow, OK, soon took on a life of its own,
and grew into a beautiful 11′ by 33′ black granite monument sitting between a reflecting pond, and a lighted fountain, with flags waiving above.
Eleven polished black granite tablets are etched with the photographs and descriptions of women who
served their country overseas and at home during the Revolutionary, Civil, and Spanish American Wars,
WWI, WWII, Vietnam, Korea, Desert Storm, and Operation Iraqi Freedom. The center tablet is inscribed
with the following:
THE WOMEN WARRIORS OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED AND THOSE
NOW SERVING, WITH PRIDE AND
HONOR IN THE MILITARY OF THE USA,
AND
THOSE COURAGEOUS WOMEN AT
HOME WHO SUPPORTED THE WAR
EFFORT BY TAKING CARE OF
FAMILY AND FILLING THE JOBS
LEFT VACANT BY THE DEMANDS
OF WAR. WOMEN BECAME FACTORY
WORKERS, FARMERS, BUILDERS, MECHANICS
AND DID WHATEVER WAS NECESSARY

IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE.
LITTLE DID THEY KNOW THEIR
EFFORTS WOULD LEAVE AN EVERLASTING
MARK ON AMERICAN SOCIETY AND
THE WORLD.
THANK YOU AND
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.
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Following is the touching story, in Jene Pointer’s own words, of how this memorial grew from a dream into
a reality:
“Ralph – I have an idea…”
by: Jene Pointer
While getting ready to do errands one day, I was listening to O.E.T.A. Channel 11 (Tulsa). It was a program on WWII and the only part I heard was about these women pilots, so I hurried to see what it was
about.
They were standing in front of their airplanes. W.A.S.P.’s (Women Air Service Pilots) being mustered out
of the service and no money paid to them for transportation or anything else. Just what looked like a cardboard suitcase sitting at their feet. They had been flying these buckets of nuts and bolts and given nothing
when leaving the service! Many women had died while transporting these planes. I thought “Someone
should do something to remember these women.”
Thinking about them occasionally, but not doing anything about it until August 2003, when my husband
and I went to a Veterans of Foreign Wars and Ladies Auxiliary convention in San Antonio, Texas. On the
way home we stopped at a Cracker Barrel Restaurant near Fort Worth. After lunch we were looking at
their items for sale and saw a hand towel with the image of “Rosie the Riveter” on it. We bought it.
On the way home I began to think about the women who had served our country and the women who took
over the jobs of the men leaving for war to defend our United States of America. Someone should do
something to honor these women, Military and Civilian!
I couldn’t shake this idea, so I began to pray about it. Not mentioning this idea to anyone, so not to have
any outside influence, I said: “Well, Jesus, what do You say about this? Someone needs to do the job. The
men deserve every memorial, statue and plaque given to them and more, however, the women should be
remembered too.”
Finally, it came down to why not Oklahoma? Why not Broken Arrow? Why not us – the VFW and Ladies
Auxiliary? After a few weeks it seemed okay and I said, “Okay, Jesus, here we go and I’m not going without You.”
That evening I said, “Ralph, I have an idea,” and I reminded him of the W.A.S.P.s and the “Rosie” towel
and that someone should make a memorial to all of these women.
A couple of weeks later, after a VFW and Ladies Auxiliary meeting, he said, “We’re going to do it!”
“Do What?” I asked him.
Ralph said, “Build a women’s memorial!”
Oh! And we were off and running. We knew nothing about building a memorial but began to plan its size.
Ralph was seeing and talking with anyone who would listen: individuals, businesses, and city officials. The
idea caught on and the meetings began. He came home one day and said they thought a memorial about
3′ X 4′ would be nice.
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I told him that would never fly. There would be some wild cowboy come by about midnight, rope the thing,
drag it into the middle of the street and we’d all be mad. Next, it was 13′long – nice – then, to its present
33′ X 7′ size.
So many wonderful, talented, dedicated, knowledgeable people working together for a memorial to women
who deserve to be remembered.
Prayer brought all of these people together to make the Women’s War Memorial a success. A beautiful
work of art in black granite etched by an expert engraver, which was dedicated December 7, 2007 on a
cold, misty, rainy day in Veteran’s Park, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.
Much appreciation to the Oklahoma Centennial Commission for the grant given for this Centennial project.
A very special thanks to my husband for his many months of hard work seeing this project completed on
time.
Many, many thanks to everyone: It’s all about the memorial. GOD BLESS AMERICA.
Ralph, I’ve been thinking…”
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5/22/2021

Press Release
Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Oklahoma Women Veterans Tulsa Chapter 0212
Receives 2021 Best of Tulsa Award
Tulsa Award Program Honors the Achievement
TULSA May 4, 2021 -- Oklahoma Women Veterans Tulsa Chapter
0212 has been selected for the 2021 Best of Tulsa Award in the
Non-Profit Organization category by the Tulsa Award Program.
Each year, the Tulsa Award Program identifies companies that we
believe have achieved exceptional marketing success in their local
community and business category. These are local companies that
enhance the positive image of small business through service to
their customers and our community. These exceptional companies
help make the Tulsa area a great place to live, work and play.
Various sources of information were gathered and analyzed to
choose the winners in each category. The 2021 Tulsa Award Program focuses on quality, not quantity. Winners are determined
based on the information gathered both internally by the Tulsa
Award Program and data provided by third parties.
SOURCE: Tulsa
Award Program
CONTACT:
Tulsa Award Program

Email: PublicRelations@2021-organization-bestcontact.com URL: http://
www.2021-organization-bestcontact.com

https://tulsa.2021-organization-bestcontact.com/PressReleaseub.aspx?cc=DMND-XBLX-JHHH
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Women Veteran History Books
Bachle, Rosemary Eckroat (1999). Women’s
War Memoirs.

http://bmctoys.com/

Helm, Sarah (2005). A Life in Secrets: Vera
Atkins and the Missing Agents of WWII.
Kramer, Ann (2011). Women Wartime Spies
Lineberry, Cate (2013). The Secret Rescue:
An untold story of American nurses and
medics behind Nazi lines.

Mundy, Liza (2017). Code Girls: The untold
story of the American women code breakers
of WWII
Norman, Elizabeth M. (1999). We Band of
Angels: The untold story of the American
women trapped on Bataan.
Purnell, Sonia (2019). A Woman of No Importance: The untold story of the American
Spy who helped win WWII.

Rose, Sarah (2019). D-Day Girls
Kit Sergeant (2017). 355: The Women of
Washington's Spy Ring
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BYLAWS for OKWVO-TC
Article VI: Officers
Section 1: Elected officers shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Officers shall perform the
duties prescribed by the bylaws, decisions made in business meetings, and by parliamentary authority adopted by
OKWVO-TC 0212.
Section 2: Executive Board (consist of all officers & appointed positions, meets bi-monthly for about 2 hours.)
2.1. The Executive Board shall consist of all current officers and immediate past president. The Executive Board
shall be self-governing, adopt rules for internal affairs as necessary, determine polices to be followed as deem fit and
proper for the benefit of the organization. A quorum shall consist of not less than two-thirds vote of the Executive
Board members. Business may be transacted by phone, mail or e-mail as necessary; action taken by phone, mail or email shall be ratified and made part of the minutes of the next executive board meeting.
Section 3: Duties. The duty of each officer is implied by their respective titles and as specified in the bylaws. Headquarters officers shall assist chapter officers as necessary.
3.1. President. The President shall preside at all meetings, appoint the committee chairpersons to include: Historian,
chaplain, sunshine lady, social coordinator, public affairs representative and parliamentarian (as necessary).
3.2. Vice-President. The Vice-President shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the President; assist the President in fulfilling the duties and responsibilities of the OKVWO-TC 0212; succeed to the office of President for an unexpired term in the event of a vacancy of this office; assume other duties assigned by the President.
3.3. Secretary. The Secretary shall keep accurate record of official proceedings of all meetings; maintain a current
membership roster, contact members with expired membership dues (via mail, email or at general meetings), notify
the members by mail, email or telephone of all meetings; conduct correspondence of the OKWVO-TC 0212. A copy
of the general meeting minutes shall be given to the President prior to the next meeting, submit a copy to all members
and to OKWVO headquarters secretary within 45 days of the meeting.
3.4. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall collect and have custody of all funds of OKWVO-TC 0212 and disburse the
same as directed by members; collect dues; keep accurate records of all financial transactions; submit a monthly financial report to board members and at each general meeting. Submit financial books for audit two months prior to
close of term or at request of President; prepare an annual financial report for an audit. Funds will be deposited in a
checking or CD account as applicable.
3.4.1. Maintain chapter checking account
3.4.2. Submit copy of OKWVO-TC 0212 financial report to OKWVO Headquarters Treasurer: 1) Monthly, 2) Quarterly, 31 March, 30 June, 30 September, and 31 December of each year and; 3) End-of year report no later than 31
January of following year. Headquarters Treasurer will audit and return approved report to chapter treasurer.
Section 4: Term of Office. Officers shall be installed at the February meeting to serve a two-year term of office; unless the officer resigns prior to the end of their term and a successor is chosen, qualified and elected.
4.1. No officer shall serve more than TWO consecutive terms except by unanimous vote of members present.
**Should you have any questions about any of these positions, please contact Ann Schermer @ 918-740-1150
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In September of 2005, on the first day of
school, Martha Cothren, a History teacher at
Robinson High School in Little Rock, did something not to be forgotten. On the first day of
school, with the permission of the school superintendent, the principal, and the building supervisor, she removed all the desks in her classroom.
When the first period kids entered the room,
they discovered that there were no desks.
'Ms. Cothren, where are our desks?'
She replied, 'You can't have a desk until you
tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.'
They thought, 'Well, maybe it's our grades.'
'No,' she said.
'Maybe it's our behavior.' She told them, 'No,
it's not even your behavior.'

had set the final desk in place those kids started
to understand, perhaps for the first time in their
lives, just how the right to sit at those desks had
been earned.
Martha said, 'You didn't earn the right to sit at
these desks. These heroes did it for you. They
placed the desks here for you. They went halfway
around the world, giving up their education and
interrupting their careers and families so you
could have the freedom you have. Now, it's up to
you to sit in them. It is your responsibility to
learn, to be good students, to be good citizens.
They paid the price so that you could have the
freedom to get an education. Don't ever forget it.'
By the way, this is a true story. And this teacher was awarded the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Teacher of the Year for the State of Arkansas in
2006. She is the daughter of a WWII POW.

And so, they came and went, the first period,
second period, third period. Still no desks in the
classroom. Kids called their parents to tell them
what was happening and by early afternoon television news crews had started gathering at the
school to report about this crazy teacher who had
taken all the desks out of her room.
The final period of the day came and as the
puzzled students found seats on the floor of the
desk-less classroom. Martha Cothren said,
'Throughout the day no one has been able to tell
me just what he or she has done to earn the right
to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this
classroom. Now I am going to tell you.'
At this point, Martha Cothren went over to
the door of her classroom and opened it. Twentyseven (27) U.S. Veterans, all in uniform, walked
into that classroom, each one carrying a school
desk. The Vets began placing the school desks in
rows, and then they would walk over and stand
alongside the wall. By the time the last soldier
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In Memoriam to our fallen Sisters of

OKWVO-TC 0212
Syble Lockhart
WWII, Navy
12 Apr 1919 - 1 Nov 2012
Maxine Toliver
WWII, Army 1944-?
19 Feb 1924 - 16 Sep 2013
Pietje Gertruda Smits Wall
WWII USMCR
13 Sep 1924 - 23 Jul 2016
Tina Pendola
USA 1973-1976
22 Apr 1949 - 4 Aug 2016

Virginia Lee Kruizinga
USMC, 1953-1957
2 Dec 1933 - 16 Nov 2016
From HQ

Christy Peterson
USN Jan 1967-Nov 1980
26 Jun 1949 -13 Jul 2018

Anna “Jake” Jacobs King
USA Nurse Corps, Korea
2 Apr 1925 - 25 Aug 2014

Irene Cannon
USN, 1945—?
26 Feb 1919 - 2 Dec 2018

Julie Traynor Schuman
USAF, Chapel Mgmt 1952-1991
29 Oct 1931 – 30 Aug 2018

Edna Gibbs
HM3 US Navy
26 Feb 1930 - 15 Mar 2020

Rosemary “Skip” McDonald
USAF
3 Mar 1932 - 11 Sep 2018
Loretta Rethard
USAF Nurses Corps 1955-1964
8 Dec 1932 - 19 May 2020
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