Oklahoma Women Veterans Organization
Tulsa Chapter-0212

Sep-Oct 2020

OKWVO-TC-0212 is a 501 (c) (19) non profit War Veterans service organization composed of women who have served or are currently serving in the United States Armed Forces. The mission of OKWVO-TC-0212 is to provide an opportunity for communication and association with
women who have served, retired, and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.
Ann Schermer, Editor

2020 Dates

10 Oct 2020
IN-PERSON & ZOOM, concurrently


Meeting starts at 10:00



Officer reports



Other reports




September - Suicide Prevention Month
10 October - General Meeting

3 November - NATIONAL ELECTION DAY

Veterans Day Parade update

11 November - Veterans Day Parade

Round Table discussion

14 November - Eagle Ops Welcome Home 5K

Please keep our Chaplain Sandy Bingaman in your
thoughts and prayers as she receives medical treatment
and healing from the doctors and hospital staff for COVID
-19 and pneumonia. She was admitted into St. Francis
South on 20 Sep. Her address is 150 N. 280 Rd, Bixby,
OK 74008, should you want to send her communication of
your thoughts and well wishes.

12 December - Christmas Party / Meeting
2021 Dates

13 February - General Meeting
10 April - General Meeting

COVID-19 causes flu and cold-like symptoms, including fever, cough,
and shortness of breath. The symptoms usually appear 2 to 14 days
after being exposed to the virus. ** The coronavirus spreads through
respiratory droplets from coughs or sneezes. These droplets fall to
surrounding surfaces, and when touched, end up on your hands. The
virus then enters the body when you touch your eyes, nose, or mouth.
** Take precautions against infection **
Keep your hands clean by washing with soap and water for at least 20
seconds or using a hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. Cover your coughs and
sneezes with tissues or your arm/sleeve and dispose of tissues in the
trash. Avoid people who are sick. Avoid sharing items like dishes
and bedding and keep surfaces clean with disinfecting wipes.
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In This Issue
• President’s Message
• Birthdays

• Zoom Etiquette
• Women Veteran History
Books

• ODVA page

HAVE YOU
SUBMITTED
YOUR
SALUTE?

SAVE THE DATE - Thursday, Oct 22, 8:30am-10:30am
ODVA and VA-Center for Women Veterans will host an OKLAHOMA Roundtable Discussion
The discussion links will be via Microsoft Teams and given at a later date in an email.
In an effort to increase outreach to Women Veterans, VA is hosting a series of live events on Facebook
and Rally Point where participants can receive information specific to Women Veterans and ask questions. (https://www.va.gov/outreach-and-events/events/)

Event

Date

Link

Sep 16, 2020

https://www.va.gov/outreach-andevents/events/women-veteranseries-advice-on-transitioningemployment-and-building-a/

Sep 22, 2020

https://www.va.gov/outreach-andevents/events/woman-veteranseries-resources-for-appealsmental-health-military-sexual/

Woman Veteran Series: Women’s
Reproductive and Whole Health Sep 24, 2020
Resources

https://www.va.gov/outreach-andevents/events/woman-veteranseries-womens-reproductive-andwhole-health-resources/

Veterans Experience Live
(VetXL): Women Veterans - Q&A
with Acting Deputy Secretary
Sep 30, 2020
Pamela Powers and VA
Leadership

https://www.va.gov/outreach-andevents/events/veteransexperience-live-vetxl-womenveterans-qa-with-acting-deputy/

Women Veteran Series: Advice
on Transitioning, Employment
and Building a Business
Woman Veteran Series:
Resources for Appeals, Mental
Health, Military Sexual Trauma,
and Supporting Military Spouses
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DATES TO REMEMBER
• Sep 1: New Dawn Began (2010)
• Sep 2: Japan Formally Surrendered (1945)
• Sep 3: American Revolution Ends (1783)
• Sep 7: Labor Day
• Sep 10: Women's Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron

Founded (1942)
• Sep 11: Patriot Day
• Sep 15: Women's Flying Training Detachment Ap-

proved (1942)
• Sep 18: Air Force Established (1947)
• Sep 20: POW/MIA Recognition Day

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

• Oct 13: Navy Birthday (1775)

Chriss Chavez - 3 Sep

• Oct 12: Columbus Day (at least for now)

Deb Mitchell - 9 Sep

• Oct 15: National White Cane Safety Day (1964)

Jerica Scullawl-Gates - 11 Sep

• Oct 26: National Day of the Deployed (2006)

Joyce Hanewinkel - 24 Sep

• Oct 27: Navy Day (Between 1922 and 1972, the

Phil Schermer, Assoc member - 26 Sep

Navy celebrated its birthday on Oct 27th in honor
of President Theodore Roosevelt’s birth.)

Beth Myers - 27 Sep
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

• Oct 31: Halloween

Mauch, Angela - 6 Oct

Thanks SO VERY MUCH for the lovely
& gracious "Thinking of you" card, and
especially for your prayers.

Peggy Zuber - 8 Oct
Jacobs, Erin - 20 Oct
Sandra Bingaman - 26 Oct

Chronic illness isn't easy, exacerbations
are worse.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Julia Ann Shults - 1 Nov
Ethelene “Lene” Davis - 6 Nov

Your card arrived on a day of frustration
trying to get prescription changes
straightened out, with multiple calls to
Dr. office, pharmacy, ins. co, etc. back &
forth while dealing with migraine & other
issues.

Rita Miller - 6 Nov
Esther “Polly” Hammer - 13 Nov
Jerletta “J” Halford-Pandos - 14 Nov
Janice Elizabeth Ruge - 16 Nov

Jacquie Robertson - 17 Nov
Gina Goodson - 18 Nov

You made my day.
Thank you!

Ann Schermer - 18 Nov
Deborah Drain - 22 Nov

Your sister in service,

Yavonn (Dean) Smart - 22 Nov
My apologies to anyone that I may have missed.

Beth (Myers)
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President’s Message

bols. What has not changed is the strength of the
veteran community which continues to show their
patriotism by being actively engaged in their respective communities by being good citizens, volunteering and caring for their communities and
veteran organizations.
I’ve so enjoyed reading your cards from the
February meeting. Thank you for sharing your
thoughts. OKWVO-TC members stand tall when
we say YES, I proudly served in the Army - Hoorah!

PATRIOTISM

In the Navy and the Coast Guard Hooyah!

“The standard dictionary definition reads ‘love of one’s
country’.
The feeling of loving your country more than any others
and being proud of your love of it.” (1)

In the Marines- Oorah!
Or in the Air Force- HUA.”

We all serve and served with Pride and Patriotism!

I chose this topic of Patriotism for two reasons. At
our February meeting, I handed out index cards for
those in attendance to fill out. The first question is
why you joined the military? The second question
was your experiences with the Women’s Clinic and
the concerns you have about the clinic. The Women’s Clinic topic discussion will come next month after the Tulsa Health Care Center has opened.

“I salute you all! Be safe and be well”
Christina Smith, President
MSG, USA Retired
OKWVO-TC

Responses from the cards returned to me regarding service in the military all mentioned in one form
or another Patriotism. One of our members wrote
she was the fifth generation to serve in the military Go Marines! Even more exciting, she stepped up as
the first female in her family to serve and the first
woman to carry a field radio in the Marines. Oorah!

(1)The

Patriotism shinned brightly on this member as she
wanted to join at age 18, but was talked out of it and
she married instead. She raised a family of three
children. When she could not find a job she liked,
she enlisted in the Air National Guard at 26 years of
age. For the next 30 years, Patsy Nash served with
Pride at the Tulsa Air National Guard.
“I was raised in a military family and I wanted to
serve and see the world.” She went on to reenlist
and served 10 years. Janice continues to serve today as OKWVO-TC’s treasurer. Thanks for your
continued service.
At our general meetings, we open the meetings
with the Pledge of Allegiance. Our OKWVO-TC
members proudly show their feeling of loving their
country and are most proud of this patriotism. We
have served, and are serving. We are members and
veterans of the Armed Forces of these United States
from World War II to the present.
Some public groups and media continue to focus
on the disrespect of our flag and our American sym-
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McCourtney Institute for Democracy

Women Veteran History Books

ZOOM ETIQUETTE & TIPS
• Don't do anything in a virtual meeting that you
otherwise wouldn't do in an in-person meeting (like
answer your phone and have another discussion in
the middle of the meeting-we can see and hear you
and it's very disruptive to everyone else).

Bachle, Rosemary Eckroat (1999). Women’s
War Memoirs.
Helm, Sarah (2005). A Life in Secrets: Vera
Atkins and the Missing Agents of WWII.

• Dress and groom appropriately. We can see
you.

Kramer, Ann (2011). Women Wartime Spies

• Mute your sound when you are not talking so it
reduces the echo and bandwidth consumed during
the meeting.

Lineberry, Cate (2013). The Secret Rescue:
An untold story of American nurses and medics behind Nazi lines.

• Find a quiet space with a solid background that is
pleasing to see to join the meeting. Don't hold the
meeting in a loud, open space where other family
members or your pets can disrupt you or the meeting. If you have a spouse, partner or kids at home,
they are likely to interrupt you and that becomes disruptive to the entire group, not just you. And if it does
happen, turn off your video and mute yourself so the
rest of us don't have to watch or listen to the disruption.
• Be respectful of the attendees on the virtual
meeting and set the rules for how people will be recognized to discuss items so we don't step on one another. It is the moderator or leader's responsibility to
do this.
• If you have any questions or would like some
help with Zoom, contact Chriss at
okwvo.vp@gmail.com

Contact Us:
http://okwvo.org/Tulsa_Chapter.htm
Email: womenvetstulsa@gmail.com
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Mundy, Liza (2017). Code Girls: The untold
story of the American women code breakers
of WWII
Norman, Elizabeth M. (1999). We Band of
Angels: The untold story of the American
women trapped on Bataan.
Purnell, Sonia (2019). A Woman of No Importance: The untold story of the American
Spy who helped win WWII.
Rose, Sarah (2019). D-Day Girls
************************

Sep 14, 2020

BROKEN ARROW — When worn-out Broken Arrow VFW Post 10887 was condemned in early 2013, the city of Broken Arrow promised to do everything it could to
find the VFW a new home, Commander Ralph Pointer, the organization’s commander,
said.
“Obviously, you did,” Pointer said. “You guys stand up and be counted.”
Broken Arrow’s fulfilled pledge took center stage Monday, as officials broke ground on
a new 4,600-square-foot Armed Forces Meeting Hall at 1117 S. Main St.
About 150 people turned out to hear details about the hall, which will feature home offices, meeting space and a catering kitchen for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, Vietnam veterans, the Military Order of the Purple Heart and Blue Star
Mothers.
The five groups are subsequently forming a centralized nonprofit organization and will
enter into a use agreement with the city to occupy the facility at completion, scheduled
for August.

Veterans “show us the way,” City Manager Michael Spurgeon said. “… They will remind future generations the importance of maintaining that freedom and what the costs
are.”
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In Memoriam to our fallen Sisters of
OKWVO-TC 0212
Syble Lockhart
WWII, Navy
12 Apr 1919 - 1 Nov 2012
Maxine Toliver
WWII, Army 1944-?
19 Feb 1924 - 16 Sep 2013
Pietje Gertruda Smits Wall
WWII USMCR
13 Sep 1924 - 23 Jul 2016
Tina Pendola
USA 1973-1976
22 Apr 1949 - 4 Aug 2016
Virginia Lee Kruizinga
USMC, 1953-1957
2 Dec 1933 - 16 Nov 2016

From HQ Chapter

Christy Peterson
USN Jan 1967-Nov 1980
26 Jun 1949 -13 Jul 2018

Anna “Jake” Jacobs King
USA Nurse Corps, Korea
2 Apr 1925 - 25 Aug 2014

Irene Cannon
USN, 1945—?
26 Feb 1919 - 2 Dec 2018

Julie Traynor Schuman
USAF, Chapel Mgmt 1952-1991
29 Oct 1931 – 30 Aug 2018

Edna Gibbs
HM3 US Navy
26 Feb 1930 - 15 Mar 2020

Rosemary “Skip” McDonald
USAF
3 Mar 1932 - 11 Sep 2018
Loretta Rethard
USAF Nurses Corps 1955-1964
8 Dec 1932 - 19 May 2020
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